
♦ 10301 Seymour Street ♦ Castroville, California 95012 ♦ (831) 633-6168

August 3, 2021

Dear Parents and Guardians,

As you may be aware, the California Legislature passed AB 130, which changed the requirements and qualifications
for independent study. For the 2021-2022 school year, our District will offer a Virtual E-School option for families
through our independent study/educational opportunities program to include those students whose parents/guardians
determine that the student’s health is put at risk by in-person instruction. A student with an individualized education
program (IEP) may only participate in the Virtual E-School if their IEP provides for it.

The Virtual E-School or another Independent Study option may be suitable for some students, but it may not be right
for every student. Some students are better served in an educational setting that is classroom-based and offers a smaller
learning environment and more individualization. Generally, independent study and virtual learning require motivation
and a strong commitment on the part of the student and, especially for young students, commitment on the part of the
parent/guardian.

Please know that independent study and virtual learning are not the same as distance learning. For the most part, a
student on independent study will learn independently, without high levels of teacher instruction.  In the Virtual
E-School, the schedule will vary, however asynchronous learning will be a substantial part of the school week. There
will be significantly less live interaction and synchronous learning.  Furthermore, related services provided for in your
student’s IEP will no longer be provided as they were through distance learning.  IEP services for the Virtual E-School
may vary, on campus or virtually, depending on the decisions of the IEP team. Again, if your child has an IEP, they
may only participate in independent studies or the Virtual E-School if their IEP provides for it.

You may request a time to meet with the IEP team to discuss if the Virtual E-School program is an appropriate
placement. At the IEP meeting, you will be able to ask questions about the educational options. The IEP team will
review the District’s offer of a free and appropriate public education (FAPE), compared to  the Virtual E-School. If the
IEP team determines that the Virtual E-School program is not a FAPE, your request to enroll your student in the Virtual
E-School will be denied.

Please contact our Special Services Department, (831) 633-6168, if you would like to request an IEP meeting to
discuss possible enrollment of your student in the Virtual E-School. For more information regarding the Virtual
E-School, please visit their website: bit.ly/NCMUSDESCHOOL.
 

Sincerely,

Allison Gribben
Director of Special Services

We believe in our students, our families, and our community. What we dream, engage in,

and achieve together matters!   

https://sites.google.com/nmcusd.org/nmcusd-virtual-e-school/home

